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What is the Flight Academy? 
 

The Flight Academy is a Chief of Staff of the Air Force scholarship to generate aviation interest among high 
school students and provides pathways to aviation careers. Additionally, it capitalizes on the diverse Air 
Force Junior ROTC cadet population (43% female, 57% minority). This effort addresses the national pilot 
shortage across the U.S. Students will have the opportunity to earn college credit and their private pilot’s 
certification if they successfully meet university and FAA standards. 

 
Who can apply for a Flight Academy Scholarship? 

 
Air Force Junior ROTC sophomore, junior and senior cadets who are 16 or older and in good standing in 
their program may apply. Applicants must have a 3.0 or greater GPA (on a 4.0 scale) and the 
recommendation of their SASI and high school administrator (principal or counselor). Additionally, 
students must obtain a minimum PFT score (to be determined by HQ AFJROTC) on their annual fitness 
assessment. Students must maintain the 3.0 GPA post-application to enroll in the university program. 
Cadets must be 17 years old at the time of their Flight Academy graduation to attend.  Note: Air Force 
Junior ROTC is seeking an age waiver through the FAA to potentially allow 16 year-old cadets to attend. 

 
As an Air Force Junior ROTC instructor, what should I look for in a cadet to recommend them 
for the program? 

We depend on instructors to help put forward the best possible candidates. Your input is vital as someone 
who has daily contact with your cadets. Instructors are encouraged to put forth as many qualified cadets 
as would like to apply. We understand your cadets will have the academic prowess to be nominated, but 
they must also have the “drive” to exceed standards. Beyond the basic requirements, cadets should 
possess a high-level of determination and grit to make it through a highly compressed aviation training 
program. Cadets should exemplify maturity and responsibility beyond their current age, and you should 
be comfortable with them operating complicated equipment/aircraft and the safety of its passengers. 

 
As an Air Force Junior ROTC instructor, how can I groom my cadets to be competitive in the 
application process? 

 
A lot of the application process is based on the cadet’s individual achievements. However, ensuring cadets 
are comfortable taking standardized tests, and taking practice AFOQTs are helpful. Identifying cadets early 
in their Air Force Junior ROTC career can give an opportunity for instructors to mentor the cadets on 
leadership and outside activities to strengthen their application package.  Additionally, working with 
cadets to improve their PFT scores is helpful. 
 
What is the purpose of the Flight Academy? 
 
The purpose of the Flight Academy is to provide an opportunity for selected cadets to earn their Private 
Pilot Certification (PPC) while simultaneously increasing an interest in aviation. The program goal is to 
leverage the diverse Air Force Junior ROTC cadet population to help address the predicted need of 
6,000 - 8,000 pilots per year for the next 20 years across industry and the U.S. military. The program does 
not however, guarantee certification or college credit. 
 



Where and when is the Flight Academy conducted? 
 
Cadets will attend private pilot training at public/private universities throughout the U.S. over the 
summer months for approximately 8 weeks. (Attachment 1) 
 
What other benefits can cadets glean from attending the Flight Academy? 

 
In addition to earning their PPC, cadets will earn college credit. The number of credit hours earned varies 
by host institution. Currently credit hours earned range from 3-8 credit hours. Students must meet or 
exceed university standards to earn college credit and their PPC. 

 
What are the student costs for attending the Flight Academy? 

 
Student costs are minimal. The Flight Academy Scholarship covers tuition, room, board, meals, text books, 
air travel, Class 1 Flight Physical and Alien Student Flight Program (ASFP) fee (if required). Cadet expenses 
are generally limited to items normally required of any student attending college (i.e., bed linens, clothes 
and comfort items for the room). Cadets are provided a suggested packing list which identifies items they 
might want to bring and are encouraged to have a modest amount of spending money for incidentals. 

 
Are there any unique rules associated with attending the Flight Academy? 

 
Cadets are expected to adhere to all host institution rules/policies and to represent the Air Force in a 
positive manner. Intrinsic with that is upholding appropriate behavioral, dress, and grooming standards. 
Not all students will earn their PPC. Most universities take 1 or 2 full semesters for students to earn a PPC. 
This is an intensive 8-week program and students who do not put forth 100% effort may not complete 
their PPC. Additionally, there may be contributing factors outside the universities’ control such as 
extended weather or maintenance. These factors may contribute to the inability of cadets earning their 
PPC due to contributing factors out of their control. 

 
Is there a military service obligation associated with a Flight Academy Scholarship? 

 
NO. Cadets who earn their PPC will be referred to a Civil Air Patrol (CAP) Wing nearest them so they may 
continue flying free of charge while they remain in Air Force Junior ROTC. Although there is no military 
requirement, students may be contacted by an Air Force Representative to learn about educational 
opportunities at the Air Force Academy or Air Force ROTC. 
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Attachment 1 
 

University Partners - 2021 
 
• Averett University 

• Bowling Green State University 

• Delaware State University 

• Delta State University 

• Elizabeth City State University 

• Embry Riddle Aeronautical University - Daytona 

• Embry Riddle Aeronautical University - Prescott 

• Fairmont State University 

• Florida Memorial University 

• Indiana Wesleyan University 

• Iowa Lakes Community College 

• Oklahoma State University 

• Purdue University  

• Purdue-Sterling Aviation 

• Southeastern University 

• Spartan College of Aeronautics and Technology 

• Texas Southern University 

• Tradewind Flight Services *Liberty FTA 

• Tuskegee University 

• University of Central Missouri 

• University of Maryland Eastern Shore 

• University of North Dakota  

• Walla Walla University 

  



Attachment 2 
 

Flight Academy Application Timeline – Summer 2022 
 

 

30 Aug - 5 Nov 21 Application Window (ALL) 

7 Sep - 3 Nov 21 Aviation Qualifying Test Window 

3 Nov 21 Last day of Aviation Qualification Test   

5 Nov 21 All cadet applications due 

15 - 19 Nov 21 Selection board 

3 Dec 21 Notify selected and alternate cadets 

3 - 17 Dec 21 University preference(s) due in WINGS 

3 Dec 21 - 15 Feb 22 Complete FAA Class I Flight Physical 

3 Dec 21 - 15 Feb 22 Complete FAA Student Pilot Cert 

16 Feb - 15 Mar 22 Cadets matched to universities 
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